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the backpage
Spreadingthe
messageby UFO
Walt Secord

A SYDNEYmovementwhichlinkscre-
ationwith the arrivalof aliensinsists

thatits symbol— an
entwinedMagen

Davidand
swastika— was on the side

of a UFO and thereforecannotbe
changed.

It also
maintains

it is not anti-

semitic.

The Australian Raelian Movement

— namedafterClaudeRael,a sports

journalistwho allegedlymade contact

with aliensin Southern Franceon
December

30, 1973— is basedin Syd-

ney and Newcastleand recentlyheld
a meetingat the YWCA in Dar-
linghurst.

Mr Raelis duein Sydneyon March

26 to givea
publiclecture

at theSyd-
ney ConventionCentreand to launch
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ment,whichis hopingto establishan
“embassy”to welcomeits messiah.

The International Raelian Move-

mentis basedin Genevaand operates

in 33
countries.

It claimsto have
20,000 members.

Followersbelievethat alienscreat-

ed life in an
outer-space laboratory

and werethenbroughtto earth.

The groupclaimsmessageswere
given to certainpeoplethroughout

historyby Elohim(the Hebrewfor
God, but whichthe groupbelieves

means“those who come from the
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ClaudeRael

sky”); someof thosewho receivedthe
messagesincludedMoses, Buddha,
Jesus,Mohammedand Mr Rael.

ARM secretaryChristopherLiger
concededthat SydneyJewrymay find
the movement’s symbol objection-

able,but
insisted

it is not meantto be
offensive

and ruledout changingit.
He told the

AustralianJewishNews

that his organisationhas encountered

difficulties with Jewish communities,

includingone in Germanyand anoth-

er in Miami.“Butwe can’t changethis
because

it is whathe [MrRael]saw...
we didn’t createit.It [thesymbol]has
nothing

to do withthe Nazis.It wason
the sideof the UFO.”

Mr Ligersaid the Raelianmove

ment has preparedliteratureto
explainthe symbolto Jewishcommu-

nities. Montreal-basedCanadianJew

Leon Mellulhas been appointedas
the Raelian“responsible for Jewish
communities” and has produced
material

to
explain

theuseof thesym-
bol.

Mr Mellulwarns in movement

materialthat the symbol“could
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offendmany Jews!”, but adds:“I
wouldliketo specifythatthe Raelian

movementtotally disassociates itself
fromany Nazigroupforwe arefor
peaceand againstany formof vio-
lence.”

He defendedthe use of a swastika

combinedwith the MagenDavid,say-
ing “the symbolof the Raelianmove-

mentis the symbolof the Elohim,

whichis the oldeston earth.The Star

of Davidrepresentsinfinityin space;

the two entwinedtrianglessymbolise

the
infinitelylargeand the

infinitely

smallmatterof whichwe are com-
posed.”

“Theswastikais a
religious

sym-
bol in Indiaand

representsinfinity
in

time.
Unfortunately,

Hitlerused the
swastikato changethe courseof his-
toryandto do evil.”

Foundedin Sydneyon December

13,1990,ARM has 10 activemembers.

They also have
“sympathisers”

in
Perth, Brisbaneand Melbourne.


